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The course aims to fully acquaint students with the objectives the EU has promoted in the 
Western Balkans through the employment of a wide range of means and instruments. Moreover, 
students should comprehend the complex regional environment in which EU foreign policy is 
implemented, which is constituted by the interplay of the preferences and the policies of local 



 

 

and other external actors.  
 
Specifically, upon successful completion of the course, students are expected to: 

• Knowledge: 
✓ be familiar with the main concepts, theoretical approaches, and research 

methods used to study the geopolitical competition among great powers in 
the Western Balkans; 

✓ have acquired a solid and employable knowledge base in the field of study of 
the geopolitical competition among great powers in the Western Balkans;  

✓ develop analytical and critical knowledge of the field of study of the 
geopolitical competition among great powers in the Western Balkans, as well 
as of the different methods of conducting research, studying, and writing 
about it. 

 
• Skills:  

✓ utilise, adapt and apply the relevant knowledge and research methods to 
analyse ideas and information, explore issues, and acquire new knowledge 
on subjects related to the geopolitical competition among great powers in the 
Western Balkans; 

✓ learn to argue, formulate ideas and opinions, resolve problems, and 
formulate policy proposals about the geopolitical competition among great 
powers in the Western Balkans; 

✓ develop and communicate, in writing and orally, to specialised or general 
audiences, valid opinions and judgments, with documented, analytical, and 
critical reasoning or counterarguments, on issues and topics that fall within 
the field of the geopolitical competition among great powers in the Western 
Balkans.  

 
• Competence: 

✓ are able, under supervision and in full observance of established scientific 
standards, to design, implement, and support, individually and collectively, 
research projects on topics related to the geopolitical competition among 
great powers in the Western Balkans; 

✓ have sufficient autonomy and an appropriate level of professionalism and 
social responsibility to transfer, develop, adapt, and apply in practice the 
knowledge and skills they have learned.      

 

General Competences  
Taking into consideration the general competences that the degree-holder must acquire (as these appear in the Diploma 
Supplement and appear below), at which of the following does the course aim? 

Search for, analysis and synthesis of data and information, 
with the use of the necessary technology  
Adapting to new situations  
Decision-making  
Working independently  
Team work 
Working in an international environment  
Working in an interdisciplinary environment  
Production of new research ideas  

Project planning and management  
Respect for difference and multiculturalism  
Respect for the natural environment  
Showing social, professional and ethical responsibility and 
sensitivity to gender issues  
Criticism and self-criticism  
Production of free, creative and inductive thinking 
…… 
Others… 
……. 

 
Upon completion of the course, students will be equipped with the necessary knowledge to 
conduct basic empirical research about contemporary Western Balkan problems, while their 
capability to analyze and assess the effectiveness of EU foreign policy will be improved. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

(3) SYLLABUS 

 
Description: 
The Yugoslav crisis erupted at a time at which the EC planned the establishment of a common foreign policy. 
Subsequently, the outbreak and the course of the Yugoslav wars tested the credibility of the EU’s nascent 
Common Foreign and Security Policy and highlighted the Union’s deficiency in military and crisis management 
capabilities. The course will examine the EU involvement in the Western Balkans and the Union’s efforts 
(usually in partnership with the United States) to promote stability, democracy, and economic development in 
the region. In addition, it will discuss the increased footprint in the region of other external powers (notably, 
Russia, China, Turkey and the Gulf countries) and it will reflect on the impact of the unfolding geopolitical 
competition between the EU and the United States and these non-Western powers on the advancement of 
peacebuilding and political and economic reforms in the Western Balkans. The course will be divided into 
three parts. The first part will elaborate on different aspects of the EU engagement with the Western Balkans. 
The Union has inter alia assumed the following roles in the region: it has acted as mediator/facilitator in 
conflicts; it has deployed CSDP missions; it has exercised direct political authority; and it has been guiding the 
entire region’s preparation for EU membership. The second part will analyze the aims, the instruments, and 
the policies of all other major external geopolitical actors in the Western Balkans (namely, the United States, 
NATO, Russia, China, Turkey, and the Gulf states) and it will question the compatibility of the policies of 
external non-Western actors with the EU/US reform agenda. Finally, the third part will focus on specific case 
studies (e.g. projects/investments/conflicts) on which students are expected to present papers that draw on 
the application of concepts and knowledge obtained throughout the course.  
 
Course Layout:  
Week 1: The Geopolitics of the Balkans in historical perspective 
 
Part A: The EU as a foreign policy actor in the Western Balkans 
Week 2: The EC/EU and the violent dissolution of Yugoslavia 
Week 3: The EU and peacebuilding in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Week 4: The EU and the settlement of the Kosovo question 
Week 5: The EU and interethnic conflict management in North Macedonia 
Week 6: The EU and democracy and rule of law promotion in the Western Balkans 
Week 7: The EU and sustainable development in the Western Balkans 
 
Part B: Geopolitical Competition in the Western Balkans 
Week 8: The United States and NATO in the Western Balkans 
Week 9: Russia in the Western Balkans  
Week 10: China in the Western Balkans 
Week 11: Turkey and the Gulf states in the Western Balkans 
 
Part C: Case Studies 
Week 12: Case studies – Student essay presentations 
Week 13: Case studies – Student essay presentations  
 
The course is structured into 13 weeks/sessions. 
 

Week/Session Readings 
1. The 

Geopolitics of 
the Balkans in 
Historical 
Perspective 

 
Suggested Readings 
Αλειφαντής, Σ. και Ν. Τζιφάκης, (2001). Η Νοτιο-Ανατολική Ευρώπη ως 
Περιφερειακό Υποσύστημα. Στο Σ. Αλειφαντής και Ε. Χωραφάς, (επιμ.), Σύγχρονο 
Διεθνές Σύστημα και Ελλάδα, Αθήνα: Στρατηγικές Εκδόσεις, σελ. 41-74. 
 
Πρεβελάκης, Γ. (2009). Τα Βαλκάνια: Πολιτισμοί και Γεωπολιτική. Αθήνα: Εκδόσεις 
Libro.  
 



 

 

F. Bieber and N. Tzifakis, (2019). “The Western Balkans as a Geopolitical 
Chessboard? Myths, Realities and Policy Options”, BiEPAG Policy Brief, June, 1-
32. 

 
Further Readings 
Μαζάουερ, Μ. (2007). Τα Βαλκάνια. Αθήνα: Εκδόσεις Πατάκης. 
 
Tzifakis, N. (2021). “The Geopolitics of Pandemic-related Assistance to the 
Western Balkans”, IEMED Mediterranean Yearbook 2021, Barcelona: European 
Institute for the Mediterranean, 177-180. 
 
Petrovic, M. and Tzifakis, N. “The Geopolitical Turn of EU Enlargement: An 
Introduction”, Journal of Contemporary European Studies, 29(2), 157-168.  
 

2. The EC/EU 
and the 
violent 
dissolution of 
Yugoslavia 

 
Suggested Readings 
Lavdas, K. A. (1996). “The European Union and the Yugoslav conflict: Crisis 
management and re-institulization in Southeastern Europe”, Journal of Political & 
Military Sociology, 24(2), 209-232. 
 
Weller, M. (1992). “The international response to the dissolution of the Socialist 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia”, American Journal of International Law, 86(3), 
569-607. 
 
Anderson, S. (1995). “EU, NATO, and CSCE responses to the Yugoslav crisis: 
Testing Europe's new security architecture”, European security, 4(2), 328-353. 
 
Friis, L., & Murphy, A. (2000). “Negotiating in a Time of Crisis: The EU's Response 
to the Military conflict in Kosovo”, European University Institute, EUI Working 
Paper, RSC, No. 20/2000. 

 
Further Readings 
Brenner, M. (1992). “The EC in Yugoslavia: A debut performance”, Security 
Studies, 1(4), 586-609. 
 
Lucarelli, S. (1995). “The European Response to the Yugoslav Crises: Story of a 
Two-Level Constraint”, European University Institute, EUI Working Paper, RSC, 
No. 95/37. 
 
Lucarelli, S. (2000). Europe and the breakup of Yugoslavia: a political failure in 
search of a scholarly explanation. Martinus Nijhoff Publishers. 
 

3. The EU and 
peacebuilding 
in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 

 
Suggested Readings 
Tzifakis, N. “The Bosnian Peace Process: The Power-Sharing Approach Revisited”, 
Perspectives: Review of International Affairs, No. 28, Summer 2007, pp. 85-102. 
 
Tzifakis, N. “Bosnia’s slow Europeanisation”, Perspectives on European Politics 
and Society, Vol. 13, No. 2, June 2012, pp. 131-148. 
 
Aybet, G. & Bieber, F. (2011). “From Dayton to Brussels: The Impact of EU and 
NATO Conditionality on State Building in Bosnia & Hercegovina”, Europe-Asia 
Studies, 63(10), 1911-1937. 
 
A. Huskić, «Βοσνία-Ερζεγοβίνη: Εγκαταλείφθηκε από τη Δύση, αγκαλιάστηκε από 
την Ανατολή;». Στο: F. Bieber και Ν. Τζιφάκης, επιμ., Τα Δυτικά Βαλκάνια στον 



 

 

Κόσμο: Οι διασυνδέσεις και οι σχέσεις τους με μη δυτικές χώρες, Αθήνα: Εκδόσεις 
Πεδίο, 2021, σελ. 131-166. 
 
Τζιφάκης, Ν. και Χ. Τσαρδανίδης, (2007). Η Ανασυγκρότηση της Βοσνίας-
Ερζεγοβίνης και η Διεθνής Κοινότητα: Από την Ανθρώπινη Ασφάλεια στην 
Ανθρώπινη Ανάπτυξη; Στο Ν. Τζιφάκης και Α. Χουλιάρας, (επιμ.), Η Διεθνής 
Αναπτυξιακή Βοήθεια στα Βαλκάνια: Οι Αντιφάσεις της Γενναιοδωρίας, Αθήνα: 
Εκδόσεις Παπαζήση, σελ. 255-292. 

 
Further Readings 
Tolksdorf, D. (2014). “Incoherent Peacebuilding: The European Union's Support for 
the Police Sector in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 2002–8”, International 
peacekeeping, 21(1), 56-73. 
 
Sweeney, S. (2018). “The European Union and EUFOR Althea’s Contribution to a 
Dysfunctional Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina: Bureaucratic Politics, Emergent 
Strategy?”, Journal of Regional Security, 13(1), 3-38. 
 
Juncos, A. E. (2012). “Member state-building versus peacebuilding: the 
contradictions of EU state-building in Bosnia and Herzegovina”, East European 
Politics, 28(1), 58-75. 
 
Juncos, A. E. (2018). “EU security sector reform in Bosnia and Herzegovina: 
Reform or resist?”, Contemporary Security Policy, 39(1), 95-118. 
 
Kappler, S. (2012). “Divergent transformation and centrifugal peacebuilding: The 
EU in Bosnia and Herzegovina”, International Peacekeeping, 19(5), 612-627. 
 
Kappler, S., & Richmond, O. (2011). “Peacebuilding and culture in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina: Resistance or emancipation?”, Security dialogue, 42(3), 261-278. 
 
Richter, S. (2018). “Missing the muscles? Mediation by conditionality in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina”, International Negotiation, 23(2), 258-277. 
 
Sebastian, S. (2009). “The Role of the EU in the Reform of Dayton in Bosnia-
Herzegovina”, Ethnopolitics, 8(3-4), 341-354. 
 
Tolksdorf, D. (2014). “Incoherent Peacebuilding: The European Union's Support for 
the Police Sector in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 2002–8”, International 
peacekeeping, 21(1), 56-73. 
 
Tolksdorf, D. (2015). “The European Union as a mediator in constitutional reform 
negotiations in Bosnia and Herzegovina: The failure of conditionality in the context 
of intransigent local politics”, Nationalism and Ethnic Politics, 21(4), 401-421. 
 

4. The EU and 
the 
settlement of 
the Kosovo 
question 

 
Suggested Readings 
Tzifakis, N. (2022). “Hostile Division and Territorial Jurisdiction: Kosovo's 
Independence”, in Kevin W. Gray, (ed.), Global Encyclopedia of Territorial Rights, 
Cham: Springer, pp. 1-14 https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-68846-6_271-1. 
 
Bieber, F. (2015). “The Serbia-Kosovo agreements: an EU success story?”, Review 
of Central and East European Law, 40(3-4), 285-319. 
 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-68846-6_271-1


 

 

G. Visoka, «Κόσοβο: Μεταξύ δυτικών και μη δυτικών κρατών». Στο: F. Bieber και Ν. 
Τζιφάκης, επιμ., Τα Δυτικά Βαλκάνια στον Κόσμο: Οι διασυνδέσεις και οι σχέσεις 
τους με μη δυτικές χώρες, Αθήνα: Εκδόσεις Πεδίο, 2021, σελ. 167-192. 
 
Tzifakis, N. “The EU in Kosovo: Reflecting on the Credibility and Efficiency Deficit”, 
Problems of Post-Communism, Problems of Post-Communism, Vol. 60, No. 1, 
January/February 2013, pp. 43-54. 
 
Αρμακόλας, Ι. και Θ. Ντόκος (2010). Εισαγωγή. Στο Ι. Αρμακόλας και Θ. Ντόκος, 
(επιμ.), Από τα Βαλκάνια στη Νοτιοανατολική Ευρώπη: Προκλήσεις και Προοπτικές 
στον 21ο Αιώνα, Αθήνα: Εκδόσεις Ι. Σιδέρη, σελ. 17-66. 
 
Further Readings 
Economides, S., & Ker‐Lindsay, J. (2015). “‘Pre‐Accession Europeanization’: The 
Case of Serbia and Kosovo”, Journal of Common Market Studies, 53(5), 1027-
1044. 
 
Mutluer, D., & Tsarouhas, D. (2018). “EU foreign policy and ‘perceived coherence’: 
the case of Kosovo”, Southeast European and Black Sea Studies, 18(3), 419-438. 
 
Newman, E., & Visoka, G. (2018). “The foreign policy of state recognition: Kosovo’s 
diplomatic strategy to join international society”, Foreign Policy Analysis, 14(3), 
367-387. 
 
Papadimitriou, D., & Petrov, P. (2012). “Whose Rule, Whose Law? Contested 
Statehood, External Leverage and the European Union's Rule of Law Mission in 
Kosovo,” Journal of Common Market Studies, 50(5), 746-763. 
 
Visoka, G., & Richmond, O. (2017). “After liberal peace? From failed state-building 
to an emancipatory peace in Kosovo”, International Studies Perspectives, 18(1), 
110-129. 
 
Bono, G. (2010). “European Union and Supervised Independence of Kosovo: A 
Strategic Solution to the Kosovo/Serbia Conflict”, European Foreign Affairs 
Review, 15 (2), 249-264. 
 
Cadier, D. (2011). “EU mission in Kosovo (EULEX): constructing ambiguity or 
constructive disunity?”, Transatlantic security paper, 3(5). 
 
Capussela, A. L. (2015). State-building in Kosovo: Democracy, corruption and the 
EU in the Balkans. Bloomsbury Publishing. 
 

5. The EU and 
interethnic 
conflict 
management 
in North 
Macedonia  

 
Suggested Readings 
Z. Nechev και I. Nikolovski, «Βόρεια Μακεδονία: Γόνιμο έδαφος για εξωτερικές 
επιρροές». Στο: F. Bieber και Ν. Τζιφάκης, επιμ., Τα Δυτικά Βαλκάνια στον Κόσμο: 
Οι διασυνδέσεις και οι σχέσεις τους με μη δυτικές χώρες, Αθήνα: Εκδόσεις Πεδίο, 
2021, σελ. 193-220. 
 
Κοππά, Μ. (2010). ΠΓΔ Μακεδονίας. Οι δυσκολίες δεν τελείωσαν ακόμη. Στο Ι. 
Αρμακόλας και Θ. Ντόκος, (επιμ.), Από τα Βαλκάνια στη Νοτιοανατολική Ευρώπη: 
Προκλήσεις και Προοπτικές στον 21ο Αιώνα, Αθήνα: Εκδόσεις Ι. Σιδέρη, σελ. 113-
130. 
 
Ilievski, Z., & Taleski, D. (2009). “Was the EU's role in conflict management in 
Macedonia a success?”, Ethnopolitics, 8(3-4), 355-367. 



 

 

 
Bjorkdahl, A. (2005). “Norm-maker and Norm-taker: Exploring the Normative 
Influence of the EU in Macedonia”, European Foreign Affairs Review, 10(2), 257-
278. 
 
Further Readings 
Atanasova, G., & Bache, I. (2010). “Europeanization and FYR Macedonia: towards 
a compound polity?”, Southeast European and Black Sea Studies, 10(1), 85-96. 
 
Kacarska, S. (2012). “Minority Policies and EU Conditionality-The Case of the 
Republic of Macedonia”, JEMIE, 11(2), 60-79. 
 
Koinova, M. (2011). “Challenging assumptions of the enlargement literature: The 
impact of the EU on human and minority rights in Macedonia”, Europe-Asia 
Studies, 63(5), 807-832. 
 

6. The EU and 
democracy 
and rule of 
law 
promotion in 
the Western 
Balkans 

 
Suggested Readings 
Elbasani, A., & Šabić, S. Š. (2018). “Rule of law, corruption and democratic 
accountability in the course of EU enlargement”, Journal of European Public 
Policy, 25(9), 1317-1335. 
 
Richter, S., & Wunsch, N. (2020). “Money, power, glory: the linkages between EU 
conditionality and state capture in the Western Balkans”, Journal of European 
Public Policy, 27(1), 41-62. 
 
Kmezic, M. (2016). EU rule of law promotion: Judiciary reform in the Western 
Balkans. Taylor & Francis. 
 
Αναστασάκης, O. (2010). Η Ευρωπαϊκή Ένωση και ο εκδημοκρατισμός της 
Βαλκανικής περιφέρειας. Μεγάλες προσδοκίες, συγκρατημένες επιδόσεις. Στο Ι. 
Αρμακόλας και Θ. Ντόκος, (επιμ.), Από τα Βαλκάνια στη Νοτιοανατολική Ευρώπη: 
Προκλήσεις και Προοπτικές στον 21ο Αιώνα, Αθήνα: Εκδόσεις Ι. Σιδέρη, σελ. 201-
224. 
 
Μπούρης, Δ. και Ν. Τζιφάκης, (2016). Η προοπτική της Διεύρυνσης της ΕΕ και η 
Ευρωπαϊκή Πολιτική Γειτονίας. Στο Ν. Μαραβέγιας, (επιμ.) Ευρωπαϊκή Ένωση: 
Δημιουργία, Εξέλιξη, Πολιτικές, Αθήνα: Εκδόσεις Κριτική, σελ. 297-313. 
 
Κοντονής, Χ. (2010). Η Αλβανία από την κρίση στην ανάπτυξη (1999-2008): Πτυχές 
της εσωτερικής πολιτικής και ευρω-ατλαντικής πορείας της. Στο Ι. Αρμακόλας και 
Θ. Ντόκος, (επιμ.), Από τα Βαλκάνια στη Νοτιοανατολική Ευρώπη: Προκλήσεις και 
Προοπτικές στον 21ο Αιώνα, Αθήνα: Εκδόσεις Ι. Σιδέρη, σελ. 67-112. 
 
Καιρίδης, Δ. (2010). Σερβία – Η ανεκπλήρωτη υπόσχεση; Η δημοκρατική αλλαγή 
και η κληρονομιά του Μιλόσεβιτς. Στο Ι. Αρμακόλας και Θ. Ντόκος, (επιμ.), Από τα 
Βαλκάνια στη Νοτιοανατολική Ευρώπη: Προκλήσεις και Προοπτικές στον 21ο 
Αιώνα, Αθήνα: Εκδόσεις Ι. Σιδέρη, σελ. 131-142. 

 
Further Readings 
Džihić, V., & Wieser, A. (2011). “Incentives for democratisation? Effects of EU 
conditionality on democracy in Bosnia & Hercegovina”, Europe-Asia Studies, 
63(10), 1803-1825. 
 
Fakiolas, E. T., & Tzifakis, N. (2017). “Establishing the Rule of Law in Kosovo and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina: The Contribution of the EU Civilian Missions.” In: Fish, M. 



 

 

S., Gill, G. & Petrovic, M. (eds), A Quarter Century of Post-Communism Assessed. 
Palgrave Macmillan, Cham, 187-216. 
 
Tzifakis, N. (2020). “The Western Balkans during the Pandemic: Democracy and 
rule of law in quarantine?”, European View, 19, 2, 197-205. 
 
Kmezic, M. (2018). “Captured media: Limitations and structural hindrances to 
media freedom in Serbia”, Review of Central and East European Law, 43(4), 457-
482. 
 
Risteska, M. (2013). “The role of the EU in promoting good governance in 
Macedonia: towards efficiency and effectiveness or deliberative democracy?”, 
Nationalities Papers, 41(3), 431-446. 
 
Džankić, J. (2014). “The Role of the EU in the Statehood and Democratization of 
Montenegro”. In: S. Keil & Z. Arkan (eds), The EU and Member State Building: 
European Foreign Policy in the Western Balkans. Routledge, 122-139. 
 
Komar, O., & Živković, S. (2016). “Montenegro: A democracy without alternations”, 
East European Politics and Societies, 30(4), 785-804. 
 
Kera, G., & Hysa, A. (2020). “Influencing votes, winning elections: clientelist 
practices and private funding of electoral campaigns in Albania”, Southeast 
European and Black Sea Studies, 20(1), 123-139. 
 

7. The EU and 
sustainable 
development 
in the 
Western 
Balkans 

 
Suggested Readings  
M. Bonomi και M. Uvalic, «Η οικονομική ανάπτυξη των Δυτικών Βαλκανίων: Η 
σημασία των δρώντων εκτός ΕΕ». Στο: F. Bieber και Ν. Τζιφάκης, επιμ., Τα Δυτικά 
Βαλκάνια στον Κόσμο: Οι διασυνδέσεις και οι σχέσεις τους με μη δυτικές χώρες, 
Αθήνα: Εκδόσεις Πεδίο, 2021, σελ. 67-100. 
 
W. Bartlett, M. Bonomi and M. Uvalic (2022). The Economic and Investment Plan 
for the Western Balkans: Assessing the possible economic, social and 
environmental impact of the proposed Flagship projects. European Parliament, 
Policy Department for External Relations, Directorate General for External Policies 
of the Union, PE 702.561, May. 

 
Further Readings 
Sanfey, P., & Milatovic, J. (2018). The Western Balkans in transition: diagnosing the 
constraints on the path to a sustainable market economy. London: European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development. 
 
Ν. Τζιφάκης και Α. Χουλιάρας, (επιμ.), Η Διεθνής Αναπτυξιακή Βοήθεια στα 
Βαλκάνια: Οι Αντιφάσεις της Γενναιοδωρίας, Αθήνα: Εκδόσεις Παπαζήση. 
 
Bartlett, W. (2007). Europe's Troubled Region: Economic development, 
institutional reform, and social welfare in the Western Balkans. Routledge. 
 

8. The United 
States and 
NATO in the 
Western 
Balkans 

 
Suggested Readings  
T. Flessenkemper και M. Kmezić, «Συνεργασία στον τομέα της ασφάλειας στα 
Δυτικά Βαλκάνια: Ρήγματα και διάβρωση της ευρω-ατλαντικής ολοκλήρωσης;». 
Στο: F. Bieber και Ν. Τζιφάκης, επιμ., Τα Δυτικά Βαλκάνια στον Κόσμο: Οι 
διασυνδέσεις και οι σχέσεις τους με μη δυτικές χώρες, Αθήνα: Εκδόσεις Πεδίο, 
2021, σελ. 41-66. 



 

 

 
Further Readings 
Bieber, F. (2019). “Leadership Adrift: American Policy in the Western Balkans”, 
Balkans in Europe Policy Advisory Group, Policy Brief. 
 

9. Russia in the 
Western 
Balkans  

 
Suggested Readings  
D. Bechev, «Ρωσία: Παίζοντας επιδέξια με «κακό χαρτί»». Στο: F. Bieber και Ν. 
Τζιφάκης, επιμ., Τα Δυτικά Βαλκάνια στον Κόσμο: Οι διασυνδέσεις και οι σχέσεις 
τους με μη δυτικές χώρες, Αθήνα: Εκδόσεις Πεδίο, 2021, σελ. 277-302. 
 
Panagiotou, R. (2021). “The Western Balkans between Russia and the European 
Union: perceptions, reality, and impact on enlargement”, Journal of Contemporary 
European Studies, 29(2), 219-233. 
 
Further Readings 
Bechev, D. (2017). Rival Power: Russia's Influence in Southeast Europe. Yale 
University Press. 
 
Džankić, J., Kacarska, S. & Keil, S. (eds) (2023). A year later: War in Ukraine and 
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