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“Great Powers and Gatekeepers in
the Western Balkans: Serbia’s
Strategic Hedging”

A research article co-authored by
Nikolaos Tzifakis and Eleni Vasdoka,
titled “Great Powers and Gatekeepers
in the Western Balkans: Serbia’s
Strategic Hedging” was published in
the peer-reviewed journal Studia
Europejskie - Studies in European
Affairs. This article contributes to the
study of the gatekeeping role of
Western Balkan leaders by examining
Serbia’s foreign policy towards great
powers since Aleksandar Vuci¢ and
SNS rose to power. The paper may be
downloaded from here.

“Greece and the Briand Plan for the
establishment of a federal European
Union”

A research article authored by Antonis
Klapsis on Greece’s response to the
Briand Plan, which sought to establish
a federal union of European states, was
published in the peer-reviewed journal,
European Politics and Society. The
paper may be downloaded from here.
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Greece and the Briand Plan for the establishment of a federal
European Union

European Politics
and Society
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EJean Monnet Chair in “EU Foreign Policy and the Western Balkans”, Corinth, Greece

ABSTRACT
This paper examines Greece's response to the Briand Plan, a
proposal introduced by French Foreign Minister Aristide Briand in
1930, which sought to establish a federal union of European
states. Focusing on the diplomatic efforts of Greece, the paper
explores the motivations behind Athens’ support for the Plan and
the broader context of Greek foreign policy. The analysis reveals
that Greece's endorsement was shaped by national interests,
including the desire for economic growth, political stabiliy, and
the promotion of pan-European  cooperation. Despite  this,
Greece's optimism did not align with the general political climate
of Europe, where opposition from major powers, economic
downturns, and nationalism hindered the success of the federal
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vision. The paper tracks the gradual failure of the Briand Plan,
culminating i its collapse by the early 19305, and highlights the
ongoing efforts by figures like Count Richard Coudenhove-Kalergi
to promote European unity. The paper concludes by discussing
the eventual success of European integration efforts after World
War Il, drawing parallels between the interwar European visions
and the later formation of the European Coal and Steel Community.
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P The Jean Monnet Chair on EU Foreign Policy and the Western
"~ Balkans of the University of the Peloponnese and the Institute of
International Relations, in collaboration with the Konrad-
Adenauer-Stiftung Foundation’s Representation for Greece and
Cyprus, organized a workshop on the topic "The European Union
and the Western Balkans in Turmoil: The New Realities of Donald
Trump’s Second Administration" The event took place on January
29, 2025. Read more.

Nikolaos Tzifakis participated as a speaker in a workshop that
assessed progress in the advancement of the Western Balkans’
EU accession during the Hungarian Presidency of the Council of
the EU. The event was co-organized by the Institute of
International Economic Institute (IIER) and the Hungarian Institute
of International Affairs (HIIA), in Athens on 12 December 2024.
Read more.

Nikolaos Tzifakis participated as a speaker in a roundtable
discussion about the outcome of US elections and their impact
on the Western Balkans. The event was organized by the EU
Institute for Security Studies, in Brussels, on 3 December 2024.
Read more.

Nikolaos Tzifakis participated as a speaker in the 62nd
International Academic Week of Siidosteuropa-Gesellschaft e.V.,
in Akademie fur Politische Bildung in Tutzing, 30 September to 4
October 2024. Read more.
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